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mere numbers. Rather, they are sobering re-
alities for millions of people of faith around the 
globe. Consider the following headlines from 
recent weeks alone: ‘‘Chinese Christians Face 
Tense Easter in Beijing,’’ ‘‘Egyptian Copts, 
Reeling From Violence, Want Protection,’’ 
‘‘Baha’i Citizens Are Forced to Leave Iran,’’ 
‘‘Pakistan’s Other Blemish: Anti-Religious Vio-
lence,’’ ‘‘Indonesia Pressured Over Ahmadiyah 
Muslim Sect Killings,’’ and ‘‘Thousands of 
Cameras Watch China’s Uighurs, Inhibiting 
Discourse.’’ 

The bill I introduce today will make a num-
ber of strategic improvements to the Religious 
Freedom Office at the State Department. To 
start, it places the ambassador-at-large in the 
office of the Secretary of State as opposed to 
burying it within the Bureau of Democracy, 
Human Rights and Labor. This change is 
more in keeping with the original intent of the 
legislation that Congress passed. Over suc-
cessive administrations this critical position 
has not been treated with the seniority it de-
serves and this revised language will help rec-
tify this problem. 

The legislation also provides the ambas-
sador with oversight and management author-
ity of the IRF Office and other religiously ori-
ented positions and programs at the State De-
partment and carves out funding in the larger 
Human Rights and Democracy Fund to enable 
the IRF office to promote religious freedom 
through advocacy, reporting and programming. 
The legislation requires the Secretary of State, 
in coordination with the Department of De-
fense, Homeland Security, the Treasury and 
the U.S. Agency for International Development 
to issue a one-time report to Congress on the 
best uses of foreign assistance to promote re-
ligious freedom and religious engagement. 

In addition the legislation requires religious 
freedom training for every Foreign Service Of-
ficer (FSO) and states that USCIRF must be 
involved in that training. American embassies 
abroad must be islands of freedom. Whether 
in Vietnam, China, Pakistan or Iraq—every 
FSO should be trained and committed to ad-
vocating for those whose voices have been si-
lenced by their own governments. This man-
datory training will help ensure that our diplo-
matic corps is equipped in this regard. 

My legislation also strengthens the ‘‘Coun-
tries of Particular Concern’’ (CPC) designation 
process and effectiveness. CPCs are coun-
tries whose governments are found to have 
engaged in or tolerated particularly severe vio-
lations of religious freedom. The amended lan-
guage will require that CPC designations are 
made 90 days after the issuance of the State 
Department’s annual religious freedom report. 
One hundred and twenty days after a country 
has been designated a CPC, the Secretary of 
State must submit a report to Congress that 
identifies the action taken, the purpose of the 
action, and an evaluation of its effectiveness 
and impact. Also included is language tight-
ening the President’s waiver authority, so that 
indefinite waivers are not an option. 

Very significantly, this legislation will reau-
thorize the U.S. Commission on International 
Religious Freedom until September 30, 2018. 
USCIRF, unlike the State Department, is 
unencumbered by the impulse to maintain 
good bilateral relations above all else—an im-
pulse which sadly can result in critical issues 
of religious freedom being sidelined in the pur-
suit of broader foreign policy goals. 

USCIRF, as an independent, bipartisan Fed-
eral Government commission, has been a reli-
able voice for the world’s persecuted people. 
It monitors and reports on religious freedom 
abroad and makes informed policy rec-
ommendations to Members of Congress, the 
President and the State Department, based in 
part on information gathered during extensive 
travel and meetings with senior foreign offi-
cials. 

USCIRF regularly holds briefings and hear-
ings for interested parties on and off the Hill 
and is frequently called upon to provide expert 
witness testimony to Congress. 

Just in the last year the Commission has 
taken a leadership role on a series of key 
issues. It was quick to recognize the strategic 
importance and courageous voice of the late 
Shahbaz Bhatti, Pakistan’s federal minister of 
Minorities Affairs, an outspoken critic of his 
nation’s draconian blasphemy laws. During a 
critical time for the people of Sudan, it also 
issued special recommendations on the imple-
mentation of the historic Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement. It has made a series of 
policy recommendations aimed at preserving 
and protecting Iraq’s besieged religious minori-
ties. It also has actively worked with dozens of 
Hill offices on combating the ‘‘defamation of 
religions’’ resolution before the United Nations. 

In short, ensuring that the commission is re-
authorized is of paramount importance. In a 
Constitution Day speech, President Ronald 
Reagan famously described our founding doc-
uments which enshrine basic liberties, among 
them religious freedom, as a ‘‘covenant we 
have made not only with ourselves, but with 
all of mankind.’’ Passage of this legislation will 
go a long way in helping us keep that cov-
enant. I urge my colleagues’ support. 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE IOWA ENERGY 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and recognize the Iowa Energy, 
the 2011 Champions of the National Basket-
ball Association’s Developmental League and 
pride of Iowa. 

The Energy captured the crown on Friday, 
April 29th, before an enthusiastic home crowd 
at the Wells Fargo Arena, where they de-
feated the defending NBA D-League cham-
pions the Rio Grande Valley Vipers by a score 
of 119–111. 

This is the first league championship for the 
Iowa Energy, which is affiliated with the Chi-
cago Bulls and the Phoenix Suns. The team’s 
establishment took place in 2007, inspired by 
the vision of Jerry Crawford, Gary Kirke, Shel-
don Ohringer and Paul Drey to bring quality 
basketball to the heart of the heartland. The 
franchise has continually grown in stature and 
success, culminating this year with not only 
the team’s first championship of many to come 
but also the D-League’s MVP, Iowa State Uni-
versity Alumni Curtis Stinson. The Energy can 
also boast that the two largest crowds in the 
entire NBA D-League’s history are solely the 
product of this franchise and the incredible 

basketball sporting event just concluded in 
Des Moines. 

There can only be one champion at the end 
of any sport’s season, and I am honored to 
represent the great state where the Iowa En-
ergy play and win. This feat marks years of 
unwavering commitment by the players, man-
agement and fans of the team and represents 
the best of Iowa’s people and their well known 
work ethic. 

Mr. Speaker, all Iowans should take heart in 
MVP Curtis Stinson’s proclamation after the 
championship game: ‘‘We’re certified; we’re 
champions. They can’t ever take this away 
from us.’’ I know that all members of this body 
join me in congratulating the Iowa Energy and 
the tradition of basketball excellence that I ex-
pect to continue well into the future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RIDGECREST ARMED 
FORCES DAY 2011 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the efforts by many 
in the community of Ridgecrest to honor our 
service men and women on Armed Forces 
Day 2011. 

The City of Ridgecrest is home to the Naval 
Air Weapons Station (NAWS) China Lake. 
NAWS China Lake was established during 
World War II for the purpose of weapons test-
ing. Since then, NAWS China Lake has be-
come the premier weapons development lab-
oratory for the United States Navy. Many of 
my constituents living in Ridgecrest work at 
NAWS China Lake and take great pride in the 
support they provide to our Nation and they 
are properly recognized for their efforts on this 
day. 

The 2011 Armed Forces Day is especially 
significant to the community of Ridgecrest be-
cause this year marks two significant anniver-
saries for NAWS China Lake and the United 
States. This year marks the centennial anni-
versary of Naval Aviation. In this anniversary, 
the Navy will be commemorating 100 years of 
Naval Aviation and honoring a century of mis-
sion-ready men and women and their many 
aviation achievements. Additionally, this year 
is significant for veterans of World War II be-
cause it will mark the 70th anniversary of our 
Nation’s entry into that war. 

There have been many significant achieve-
ments by the scientists and engineers at 
China Lake. For example, they developed the 
air-intercept missile 9 Sidewinder in 1950. This 
has become the world’s most used air-to-air 
missile technology. Additionally, other rockets 
and missiles developed or tested at China 
Lake include the Mighty Mouse, Zuni, Shrike, 
Joint Stand-off Weapon and Joint Direct-At-
tack Munition. 

Considering these two significant anniver-
saries and their importance to the City of 
Ridgecrest it gives me great pleasure to rec-
ognize the Ridgecrest community and their ef-
forts there to pay tribute to the dedicated men 
and women who devote their lives to military 
service. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE POMPEO 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, on May 5th, I 
missed Rollcall vote numbered 295 because I 
was unavoidably detained in an Energy and 
Commerce hearing. 

Rollcall No. 295 was a vote on the Holt 
Amendment to H.R. 1230, Restarting Amer-
ican Offshore Leasing Now Act. Had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE REPUBLIC OF 
AZERBAIJAN ON ‘‘REPUBLIC DAY’’ 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the Republic of 
Azerbaijan in celebration of the 93rd anniver-
sary of Republic Day on May 28th. Later this 
year, Azerbaijan will also celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of its freedom from the Soviet 
Union and the start of diplomatic relations with 
the United States. 

Located in a geopolitically dynamic region 
between Europe and Asia and sandwiched be-
tween Russia and Iran, Azerbaijan is a secular 
county with a predominantly Muslim population 
that has also been home for more than a mil-
lennia for vibrant Christian and Jewish com-
munities. 

Azerbaijan has opened Caspian energy re-
sources to development by U.S. companies 
and has emerged as a key player for global 
energy security. The Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipe-
line project is the most successful project con-
tributing to the development of the South Cau-
cuses region and has become the main artery 
delivering Caspian Sea hydrocarbons to the 
U.S. and our partners in Europe. Notably, in 
2009 Azerbaijan provided nearly one quarter 
of all crude oil supplies to Israel and is consid-
ered a leading potential natural gas provider 
for the U.S. supported Nabucco pipeline. 

On the security front, immediately after 9/11 
Azerbaijan was among the first to offer strong 
support and assistance to the United States. 
Azerbaijan participated in operations in 
Kosovo and Iraq and is actively engaged in 
Afghanistan, having recently doubled its mili-
tary presence there. Azerbaijan has extended 
important over-flight clearances for U.S. and 
NATO flights to support ISAF and has regu-
larly provided landing and refueling operations 
at its airports for U.S. and NATO forces. Also, 
Azerbaijan, as highlighted by Secretary of De-
fense Robert Gates, plays an important role in 
the Northern Distribution Network, a supply 
route to Afghanistan by making available its 
ground and Caspian naval transportation facili-
ties. Moreover, Azerbaijan provides vital sup-
port for U.S. nonproliferation efforts. 

Again, as the Co-Chairman of the Congres-
sional Azerbaijan Caucus, it is my distinct 
pleasure to honor the Republic of Azerbaijan 
in celebration of the 93rd anniversary of Re-
public Day and to recognize the valuable bilat-
eral relationship between the United States 
and Azerbaijan. I also encourage my col-

leagues who are interested in supporting Azer-
baijan to join me as a member of Congres-
sional Azerbaijan Caucus, a bipartisan group 
of nearly 40 Members of Congress working to 
help foster the growing partnership between 
the United States and Azerbaijan and to ad-
vance U.S. interests in this pivotal region. 

f 

HONORING ASTON PARK HEALTH 
CARE CENTER OF ASHEVILLE, 
NORTH CAROLINA 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Aston Park Health Care Center of 
Asheville, North Carolina during this year’s 
National Nursing Home Week. 

For over 30 years, Aston Park Health Care 
Center has treated residents and their families 
with respect, support, and friendship. They 
recognize that these values, along with high 
quality medical care, ensure the dignity of life 
for their residents. The Aston Park Health 
Care Center has earned a five star rating from 
the U.S. News & World Nursing Home 
Rankings for their holistic approach to Alz-
heimer’s care, adult home care, assisted liv-
ing, skilled nursing care, and short-term reha-
bilitation. That is how they do their part to 
carry out this year’s National Nursing Home 
Week theme, ‘‘Fulfilling the Promise.’’ 

I would like to commend and thank all of the 
skilled and trained staff members at Aston 
Park Health Care Center who strive to ensure 
a proud life for Aston Park residents. Their 
warm, friendly, sincere, and comfortable at-
mosphere allows their residents to continue to 
live life to the fullest. 

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of their excel-
lence in care, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the staff and residents of Aston 
Park Health Care Center. 

f 

RECOGNIZING YOM HA’ATZMA’UT, 
ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate the people of Israel 
on their Independence Day. On this very spe-
cial day, we recognize and celebrate 63 years 
of Israel’s independence as the national 
homeland of the Jewish people. This is a time 
to commemorate the rich history and journey 
from a scattered and persecuted Diaspora to 
the thriving modern nation we see today in the 
state of Israel. 

Throughout their challenging history and 
against all odds, Israel has become a pros-
pering democracy whose groundbreaking con-
tributions in technology, medicine, agriculture, 
and environmental innovation have truly been 
a beacon to the world. 

Since 1948, when the United States be-
came the first country to recognize the Jewish 
State of Israel, we have always stood by her 
side as a strong ally and friend. As each day 
brings a new set of complex changes to the 

Middle East, it is more vital than ever that we 
protect and strengthen that friendship. I am 
deeply committed to ensuring that Washing-
ton’s steadfast support of Israel will continue 
to grow over the years, and I am honored to 
serve as a Member of Congress so I can bring 
my unwavering support for Israel to work 
every day. 

This Congress must continue to show Israel 
the love and support that we have provided for 
more than six decades. There is much to re-
joice on this momentous anniversary. Mazel 
tov, and may you continue to go from strength 
to strength. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF ISRAELI 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in honor of Israel’s Independence 
Day. For 63 years and counting, Israel con-
tinues to be a valuable ally and friend. From 
fighting global terrorism, to containing the 
threat of Islamic radicalism, to impressive sci-
entific research, Israel and the United States 
have developed a unique bond that is based 
upon shared visions, democratic values, and 
foreign policy goals. 

Still, significant challenges remain for our 
close ally. Citizen uprisings in nations such as 
Egypt, Libya, and Syria have changed the po-
litical landscape of that region. While there is 
potential for positive political change, as citi-
zens speak out and demand their rights, there 
is also increased uncertainty that threatens the 
stability of the already volatile region. 

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Israel’s inde-
pendence this year, let’s give them a gift they 
surely deserve—the full-faith assurance that 
this Congress will continue to robustly aid and 
assist its most trusted ally in the region. 

I wish President Peres, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu, and the people of Israel all the 
best on this very important occasion. 

f 

NO TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR 
ABORTION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 4, 2011 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in opposition to H.R. 3, the ‘‘No 
Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act.’’ 

The title of this bill is misleading. This is not 
about funding abortions; it’s about restricting a 
woman’s right to choose. This bill is not nec-
essary—the Hyde Amendment already pro-
hibits federal funds from being used for abor-
tion. This bill also raises taxes and penalizes 
individuals and small businesses that chose 
health plans that include abortion care. 

The majority is using this bill as a tool to 
push the abortion debate into the tax code. 
H.R. 3 would increase taxes in order to pre-
vent women from obtaining abortion care. 
Under the confines of the bill, rape victims 
could be subject to invasive IRS audits to 
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